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Read the first page and the
editorial page of any three
newspapers.

D Which news items have
been given prominence in all
the three? Discuss in class.

D Make your own newspaper
with cuttings from the three
newspapers.
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Listen to and view the news
on radio and T.V. one evening.
Next day read the same news
in the newspaper. Which news
items were common in all the
three? What difference did
you notice in their language,
style, presentation and
selection? Write the strengths
and weaknesses of all the
three mediums.
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Make a list of events / issues
related to your locality / school
which have news value. Which
of these has most of the
following features — newness,
impact, proximity, change?
Which two from your list can be
made into a news report, and
why? Write for your portfolio.
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AN TEE o TR W Al B Hehdl @ S U ok st= ot Bl
Tl B1 36 e fTw fedt ot w9 9 e on whdl 21 o'
T, UrHfeh, AITF SR 5 & &9 § The & Gohell
2l ¥ GUER E@feT ® Fifh gl WMl ¥ UISeh / <3k /
grar = fath "= iR Haeh € Wehal € dfesh 98 U o
o U Wt HT Heal B
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Srijan

QAT &E@T it Ufehar

& S o o 915 foh THER 341 8, 3Tl Haidd 78 33d1 ¢ o gmmR ferman
Y WMT? T 98 W 9gd 9l ¢ foh FHER ofEd %l T @ Yol @l
TUER @A 1 o Al @R yefea el Seor faufe 9ot @1 Sea
e 9icht & queRl 1 forad 3T 78 =9 @1 9. @ % ged gewy
T g e MU IR 3Gk oI5 Fd g Hewhd H 1 92/ Yo weqd
1 Wt 1 o @ fom 3w Sieh o fepedt sren wHen/ foeR o6 S sy
& AR foaed o 99g Gag FHHqH iR Ged Wewqul qed A gedl 9
o 3 fman s @)

30 oo fafe deft sufere wer rar @ & ag Sielt urafies ser e
*1 Yl o ek S B HEHl e | TSt ol wiew | forar S €
A Teh TSN 1| SHeRT Teh o2l ol fRe et o ifent ofret @ St aerdt <9
1 TTFAN 81 TIPAR R TSTHAR H UH 8 Sl &1 Wfehe Teh o= gt
391 1 ST TSR HR H Foame & o) 3991 1@l € SR 9% USiparl & 39 T
THATT T I 8| Afh TSIRHAR 1 W8T o foIq ST ot ToiepAR oft T
iRt J=Td | A T S #1 fRR S A g5 B € oI U ISiepeR fasE
Bl 21 SHh A% TShHR SR USTpHN 1 foeme &l & 3R SHeh fuar 39
fere i <d €1 R <Al gEyds I8 L O 2| T8 FeHl U fufhe w5
e & forad el &1 o+ fawm e € oI enfer & Fomgdsy a1 21

dfer aER oed § g e ot Soe fear S © o et e
FAHRT AT TS W YE Bl 81 3Tk 1% Td gU Hewd o S{ER HeM! &
T qeA I Fd fHa1 91 B I HW Hewqul 927 A1 g S fofae
& gad free e o B )

3eeT firTfae steit =n’?

D & el ISl / Aiareti/ <ehi 1 Il 3R Seh WA 1 T=I ok
ITIh g1 FiE off =l Rt s/ g/ foaR & ged eyl
T/ G i FoH g ST el 2l

D =T Il HI A T I T TR TR WSH! ok TH GHA HT A9 €
AR o Sedl B GHER S 98d € A GEER o e SREE i
TgH § W Tehd & TR T AEA T 7?2
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D =T el i dEd Tel A% ® TR A% WHER WreAmi o GUIReh! Sl ST
T 3N T o STHR THER oF GUET i Gierel T il 2l

32T FRTfe &7 efar

Seal fRfre Scft ® IR o &1 TF @™ g
B 21 THY TR kA e o fawfea feen
S ® —
(%) HEST o1 32I/SS (Intro/Lead)
(@) @R fa@R (Body)
() QHMUA (End)

™ faane ¥ @< T % ¥R o wRfgs
fe= =1 q@gl (Intro), 984 fetd &1 MR fawr
(Body) IR efadt feed &1 999 (End) #8d 2l
q@el R H1 Jod Hewqul e g € if
SO0 TR oF oW Wewqul qeAl iR gEietl i
o s 21 qEE 9 € SHER o S iR SHeh WetE i fRen @4 et
2| TR GEel Mwuw, fEer=aer R SgHd Ul F3H oIl B o TS 9
T AR I 91 =R

T Yl @l A B AIfeT, 38 dAdR HIE T T L € IR A &
THHT IS B 71 AR T 98 41 STl € 7o Tk o1yl gue o 9HeR i
ged Hequl gol / SRR 3T W =ifeT 3R 39 35 ¥ 50 Wkl 9 fusw
T T =few) qEel THER ST Ugdl WU B # iR wefi-weft frdt a€
Tl H @l 3 WAE &1 o B B Al gEe o Tedd T H < A1 9
9 Afyek a8l 8 el

ST o Tt U 9AMR o 39 q@8 @i Jf@T —

T fReet, 10 e (Frar) | J¥TR o S § PRI qreAfy fren @i
(F.ATEE) Ht qHel R aredl »1 @i g g& & T oI
& fafv= Tpal 4 31 @@ @ sifues srE-smEel 7 gder {1 9la
Tq.E o ege 7 wen vifd § 99+ g W Gy S} fHar g
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e & 91K THMER i el § qu § %l T ol &l fawr 9 3R 389
31 TedSl/ qeAl 1 W Rl S 1 GHER i diEl o o U9 foran s
Tifet 99 39 TAER & 9+ Tewgul Tee] / de9 o7 HEw % %H H 3R
e B W G SN WG| SR o q@e R SHe! Sl o §ie araw
BT el Siel § 39 FeA /a9e/ four &t g4y «f 3 St =nfe. fere
ST 21ef T B Weh| oW fRE W gHed w1 U faed g SEel T8
geyfh aEl o <t M df S° faoigpa o oref faa S fe SE e W e
WEe TUE BH o SRl U & qeHl | ¥ diwel gHe @l
St foufie Siehl & gumR &1 99 +E ot ffan S gehar 81 9HER &
a9 AUl Y5q] A1 92 i E@e H UKd & o 91§ Hed gU Hewwhd H
qedt / geriel i <4 gU SY difcheh &9 9 el ot TAra fepen S gekar 21
T oh fOTT STeT 9 S9N i hi SEId Jel sl eTHd, gHER foed
BU D8 Tl o SW I 1 IR H S T — O g3 22 fhaeh @y gan
® 91 A S 87 ha gIN? FE €M T2 hA ;M € R F g3W 22 W
TE FHN—F, HHF, Fdl, Fel, HY IR 7 — 9§ Fel 71 | D8 FHR *
SW 9 & HE gAER gof g R

3ME.ST.3TE, TATE o7y W 3T WA & &7

N — g% 3 W dig 7 g 7o facedl, 12 7€ (9T90) 1 S7E. S 3. & 37g W

' 3Ee fie-uIg o7l AEH § FH & H1 3T &l 79
F9 — T HER & o9 aF % 59 TgE@ g% 3 W T4 JHART gre, T

T 7 2008 T SR T4 WET STt WEH W Sq a%k Y& &l
%8l — feooil 3T TG ST feeetl sevHe TR fofiee (Sraer) =

*1 ddF T% 3% H T8 THERT T g 55 A ST
I — TidH g smeqanter & IUTEE] Hide Heg STEqganrdr T gere ol

T T2 HT d43% H S & AfmIRGl 7 fhy o
, . @ FM % g H IEHR 3 STEGENera 7 FET
W—Ig%ﬁ;@aﬁgiw foF TR & ST BT GRET F1 RIET F
%@—a?;;m)%? T e el W 3@ & 3R 89 WHER F [EiE 3711 3811
- i FE— T & Ad d% HEYUl GHR BT AM6T
3R 37Tt B8 A8 ° IR %gF 33T W 39Ty
$9 O Gikdl 9 Uge HiS - Werh %l 9He &

gl i %1 SHIR Bl
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ST & gAY (59 0T FAR T FET — §H
TR&TT 3R 37T o fo7q @it =y #ifr 8 2.4
g FHEEl (QIAHT) & 3@ ® 8 Seln eHal
1.2 g 1 21 S=I4 a1l o S/ 3% GoR
Y @1 & 70 R T $i S W dk g
T TG & el 39eb ford ad HAmEf 37ret
17 FeRl @1 ol FAR 7 FHaT — &9 89 HTA
&7 4 IR qH IFT HY E 8 fodeh qid a%
g gR=Ter & 8 S

3SI0T / Gid — ST & FaY
v oo FAR

—S79TT 9 99’

T T HHN § Tea IR I F, HiF, I 3R FeEl w1 day q°A 9 ¢
Sefeh 379 T HehRl 1 Hay e / foavevo ¥ B g 9 gHER foed
T @S H Ted R HhN — o1, A, % X HE — 1 I A S €
Sefer si€t o o < HHR — hd AR = — W GRS B

UIeHIT o 3N USRI I Tigar

&R YN I W& THHINGl o ff FF Ged X SHH! R Giedr 21 & THHR
Y I8 oTUeT i Wl ? fF 9% 37 GURHF godi iR R Gfedr w1 e
FAM ek TAHMA HT e ool FA ¥ ? IR a8 gHEn / fouR &
ThTYH / JERY o SIRA SHG i gefad et §, T8l 39w fAee ik
SETeREl i IR Bl B1 S@ WIS RS Sl 90 R o fow gEER
AT ¥ F9 GRS Jod 3R TR dfed fawfaa &1 &1 g1 de wih
& 9 &l w1 faverd Sfq Fehd € 3R Sl WNg 9§ Tehdl ¢ TR HIEFE]

1 e 3! favagHiaar oI 9@ | e 2 2l

AR Hegdl i fovaadaar &1 dien gay 3Tt fegeran, aegiredn
(Objectivity), T 1 Y&, HIe R Gid H1 S§d (Source/Attribution)
T S8 FURHT Gl ¥ T Uk TR O I8 oTuem &1 Wit © fon fenh
=R w1 fored gu g famr frdl qafie =1 uaard oF qeAl ol gl "eamr
IR AR o T GId UM o 92l i ISl (Accuracy) S G HIE
IgIE T w98 THER | Sfeafad gt uali & ufq 4 fadb gum &R
=IIqUl g (Fairness) Y@ dfceh 3% 3ok Hewd oh 3TIHR STTAT U& @
1 TSI S Wga (Balance) &1 S &4 TEI| $Hoh STl TRl 9§ I8
off aden 1 Wt ¥ fp 9 wEER o Sfeafea qel @t o et /
geel o O % R H SMei 31avy <
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THoh 1Y B §HER
meE R ST %M
FE A AR A
FHEES H I AR
IR aREfyfar et =fey)
3= Tl off =afe, de
1 FeA, oA A1 faam 9
HE e o9, IR Al
¥ TRl oAl A1l HHER
et 1 TEER A1 RUe
Y@/ FERd
THY I & @ 16T
fr 9 ue o amfaes,
St T 3R &t
forg =1 therd SR 7 &1 U SeA1el 1 gEies], TS IR uhvefy fmitdn
| 3= fHdt TUER A THER F THRE / TOR ¥ Ted 39 HH 9 FH
T Gl ¥ e I HT o A6 AFEE! AR G- ol bl FHER TEl
I =nfeul fedt ot safed, TMea, e O oAl o feaars ol faes |
TES IHY ITH 9Y TEL A1 ATl TR I U9 9 atud fafe= e
S AR, e w STaH, GadE fasiiiieRl, SRl M S
3R FIARIES FHAI T &F T =1fEQ)

TEl TE oA @A el ® fF TeRRig SR EiEdl (Code of Conduct)
e | GUER A@EEl $i 3R 9 @R i A (Self-regulation) A I
T B GHER HeAd @3 € 39 fofad wed SR ST UeH i R
TUER WA o STl TRl i WhyHd demd, U uReg od @
TS SR geenet 7 off SR wiedd O w1 €1 37 TR Tiedet ¥ stfuenia
It FHA B €1 AR TR e W SR e F k1 RIS R ST
Tl 2t €1 3 deNE TEER A SR Sk THHR § SRl qieH i
JTUET T ST B1 SR Hied o1 Trei ich & THMER HIegH 3K Seh TR

AT T favemrd =ifde Y Thd

104
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@ITehlY

IR (Interview) i THER
H1 el 1 Heal A T
ST @1 Tl 79 A = i
& fau 89 9191 ATehR i
T&l dfch TASRE  HIETEhR
FH 9w ®W &l TH TER
TER ¥ T8 a& @ Jed
I GfshaT § TeRierEl 9 et
sfysiial & fafq= a9
HEhR Tl €1 31 HEmehr
W 9w dedl oh STHR W&l
98 gaER foear 81 sHfaw
Heeh 1 THMER 1 el
1 el A’ el Sl 2

TR fordlt safed © &Y a1 St W d2, fa=m a1 SEhT JreAd S
% U e g@dl 21 I W SIaeid A1 Helhld d 39 A H o7 € fh
5T Teh Tf¥=rd SE¥9 (Clear Purpose) 3R @il (Structure) Bl 8| TehRI
HATeh R Teh @@ 1 hell € IR R o1 iR o9 o €1 3ad <er
Bl 1 ST Fhdl &1 Tk %hal IR o fou = fath sl qurd e
qedl & afesh ST forw waf M, sheiifa, Sacasiienr, &4 iR erhet gy
# off s Tl 2

QreTh R & Uk

HIAhR oh g TohR 21 38 § WETehR o $9 @ YR o o) o
ST T80 1 SEY WITehRebdl i A fah 3t 6 o "efaad =i
? afcr 98 TETHR H1 THfd o STTER U I3l 2| TETehR & F9
J@ YR H GE © —

i) HATdHEh Al&TehY (Informational Interview)
geFTcHe TIeTehR 1 SEYF a2l sl SR oA a1 gt 3T 2iar 2l

g TIThR 1 Tod IR R gt &0 @1 39 gefed =afe o
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(ii)

S R e~
fordt et/ g9En o 9R § A qest
F SRR THe Toh| 39 TE o IelehR
T AN W B FHhN — 1, HiA, e,
wEl, Y R F — ¥ Hefud g IS
A T TH qE H AR HHR 9
T JFdRT, FAese, qfad At
fafereq arfuerlt o gemafTer stferepd
fe @ foran ST 21 GeATES HEThR
T Y SRl 1 SHHT GHER o dhed
Ul *1 e fan S 2

faem e \TaT@h™ (Opinion

Interview)

foaRwe TETGhR 1 Sed WIRITCh G
(Interviewee) o foaR S Bl %I wéa'
SR YR I8 AT 9l & T 9 T
e g / fawa W o died 82 39 e
o TWER 9 W fouri & 9u=R |
TRl o 19 o 1 3Gd i &
fOoRWE WAhR 39 A, FeAl Al
Tre 9 s fedt safga, o, fawie
AR o et 9 oft feren S wehar 21 39
HeEh | AR T Fared 69 36 e
T8 WK ® — 3@ WAl / BEel / qE W
MU 1 Siafar €2 39 A9 ohd 2Ed
27 oY THH HeHd A STend i 2?
3MIRT T | gHHT foaehey 1 82 39 F
FE ST R B2

= qafeRUfag Aigeh qiIed o1 HiaTehR =
ST 81 Y WA ey SR Eifey T e
YYTehl BId 1 3TUeh TaTdd 91 Bid?
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Activity 17

SR 3UH  Afdd  faerngl/
ghias / &@® H GIFHR
T T SR et dt eT 39
TemFR & forg  SeIRar
e &I A FAEE S
G 3R 3 T 3
IR H STEERT sHG FHiT
3k a1y &t oy Al @ ST
Sycfsrl, Gleral sk FEr &
aR o yfew g g4 qem sk
STHHIRAT & STHR TR 8 ST
T FF FIT dIR FIHT

If you are given a chance
to interview a well-known
sportsperson / musician /
writer, make a plan of how you
will collect information related
to the interviewee. You may
use the local library / Internet.
Talk to your friends also
about the accomplishments,
strengths and weaknesses of
the said celebrity. Based on
all the information collected,
write some questions for the
interview.

J
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£
g
%

MU UAMRUT 3R & 7T o @R & ek ug-ueft ofiv  awwmfaet
Uohfad T @I g = 391 Har [ gHGar 1w TMAR " fhd

1?7 3% ART ATdht FHIHT AT A & Ghd g7 IaF
T fErard 87 g STRaE & foq ST 7T Fgear &7 87
FI9 G & d FRd HT GHT? reHt & oy R wref

AT @1 &1 AR H T TR SR g F1 e b BRU TY-EE iR
fo BIE 37997 VI 4l 78 @ B § & eRal &7 aFedtad &1 aid @ gentar
T8 g7 F GRT HX W@ IR = @ 21 gar § gggur Al eRdl & G &l @l
21 19 o & S FW & & FRO T-TH SmiEr & 9% 987 THR qEe g
forq a1 &1 SieT e feaieit %ot @ €1 aee w1 gHT $9H! HIAG §H IS Tl al
&7 a1 €, Jehid 1 TeTefel B @ &1 ¢ G bY@ F g e 3 H
<, STell w1 IS S SE G WiFlaw e T Bigsl aqedia d
SR TR & 3 s@rt farsd & RO E 8 A7 8, [ W wy T8l gen
aTREEt F fafia @t sehen oar oig & W fempr @1 4 SRH & g faha
8l SRt ®1 gA @ @ e TR F9E & STAN 8, 9 @ SR
§id @9 Gl d Yid w1 [T F Gkl &1 EH I JerH! AIeT FET eEr 7 &l
TR THEAH g 81 399 ERATA a1 Wit qareHl o 4 39 & 819 g f1ehet
el HT GG TSHS] & WY S & AR SUI FISARE & ST
T 8 g8 AR R o &R # Gier wifgq  S&HIl § &g Siel @ g
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@RI 437 & T 21 g
TH B Gad A&7 fAar i
a1 & YAeRe-ggerd &
fore gfa 7 firg #1 a9

FX @ U1l T8 WISl

%I @IHT FIaER FHi T
g faera feerar em 3

Tial # W 9y ged ®d §
SR T & HRO SHIRA

e w1 2

s AW TWiF W«
faeyegTe Siar ar SRt
T W&AT FZT UT I =TT

qye 71 81 HEeH, 89 T
Fid BT FACET FL Ghd
g1 cifer 75 fHaidiel aar
ST 4t d =ifeu, @l 9%
WYE 3iS Heb| T aId T
ot 8 o &7 fora garTemet
o Fr-F Fd #3901 Hdid
&1 g vis & feeon &/
g9 X0 %1 O dAR
F? 301 @rar & 519 Hi

3R 59 F7dt & Hle-gam

& WA QI T F-F
IR H F?

9gct 89 o H B S
g Y el grEfen &7
g9 #Xd 81 T4 WE e
g4 SRl @ ARG 8, Y
3THT FAT HT Fqd B
g " et 39 Ery

T4 P TWE HAIGR FX &l
g S o H ST R @
gl G dledr T 81 #Ed
1 qadd 2 [ 34 &
ge5T & TR FIOET @ A
SH @l STRd A B
=1 SHa-sige F @areh
&1 FieT ISMT §IMI

oI §gg del & Fggreit
@t ot ==t g oot §
UleRUT U SHHT WV
ferq T gS?

Tg% 9 IR ST
et &1 9g5 # yedt &
Sta ®7T HiE Fel Tl 8l
59 &fq wgad g geat &7
ferr9r &1 Gkar 81 @i @i
I8 SHER {9 AT fF
Y5 99l eRdtanag @&
SaT & ger 21 7% fad
Tefordl a1 GYgT Sial &1 R
TeT &1 I8 FIF P el
WA, T SR Ho-gA
IS S T Bl A Bl
o E IR YR
Gl oRa Hifewm o7 B
AT 4 GHIRRT FX oldr &
3R &9 HiEISH B B
yeqt &l FAW I@T & foTg
Tz &1 F=FT g Ehm
gafeRor o fogre @ e+
39T 1 Refe et 87
IR BT &TeTd Gargsriad Tt
g1 el @ ddern @

ST @ @1 WY g AR
52 @1 81 37E-gal i W@
F 7T 33T T THRT FH
4t THHT B

oy forg 39T W wAG
ygfua qrar?

ARV, feeidig o gafaRo
&1 gleTd 983 T &l cfh
uﬁr&umﬁ#sm#éw
1 feagfa @ua & TRl
Eﬂﬁ?ﬂgﬁrfaaramﬁmw
gl 9Ra I @ T &
30T I GGl gl T8
SHAT IR B9 F Bl T8
g1 39 g Ued T8 3
1 gad TS 7]1 o1 AR
e gArg 9 I8 751 ga9d9
a1 8 e &1 TI-Tgar Ht
91 5491 WE GWH [Har s
Tl 8l

diclige & T 3R
ST i gEr § fehar

ek 2@d g7

didige ot TFH T ST
g o T8l %1 O fu%
SR g W & a8 @
#1 g &1 98l g9 q9d
3@d & 3R G99 & GIRIR
&1 cifer # faemedt g, Femef
3R dga faHEr w1 W
ST H EFIFT HT T B
3R 78T HiE el 78T

(WI5% 9129 4 FAR oo 1 59 aa=id 4 79 3@ Ghd &
foF 187 & ST ! GAERY & Gfd SEF FEI, STHGT 9 GI9R)
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(iii) WHId-THh HIAThX (Emotional Interview)

qIETcHe TR o1 3¢9 @l &1 WG ST ©1 HIEeH®
Haficeh . 1 foamateh WiachR 9§ uf s Hay 81 U8® @ a3
e oF TS SATGhITT, §@ A1 G i I & FHEl SRl Toialhl HoqH
F E1 AR W TS @ T ¢ o Sl Sl weeie shi qisehl/
Tgfent / siarstl | dfed o fow Tesiar 9 39R 8 9 21 U9 iR o
SN TR Rehd! ol S-SR 2hI-(eh! i H ol =eTl 3H T
TR # @ wIfET 3R SR W WTEhRREl Sl 79I WeATd Sfex
FH & fou dreaifed & =ifeul T8 WEERR o SR HiaTehRedl
1 7 fath dih 1 Thd 1 A WA AeT dfesk T8 HogAeier
o W YT IS AMeT ‘T A TegE R © SY g I
SN AT I9 IS4 @16l AR ¥8™ 7 T Tk hiadl H 39
qaTed 1 IS & —

gH IV W aIcld

g9 THef viferaarT

9 TF gad & g

TF 97 FR H

3G9 qBT at A9 T Sy 87

;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;

—SW F T3 Ir9IE, AR TEr

(iv) TavAYUTUeER WTATERR (Analytical Interview)
o frelt TR o foama ol et R ferie fomm @ik eared et sH
fowa / 75 o fRdl SR a1 fomive © waehr o SR (feaeeror /
RAT) T ek SThT 31 T fopan < Hehal & A1 39 4R / fawm
FH RN (Overview) U9 Al ST Thdl 21 U9 HIEh 1 3299
fafi= fomml o1 WR GeUu SR Sren & SR SR e o,

D T ——— Ufeifoer iR TeHifaes Tl o wega e R

fTeTIUTIeh HIeMehR ok Tl TR RETd 1 g1d
HI-THSHT T A 3Hh M & WeehRehdl ol 39 faws / g8 &l
3T M BT =ifeq, It 9% UGS W9 IS I 39 WIETehR |
TIAThRET 9o i 31Ot o1d WA 1 g0 Tkl <A1 =feu)
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Media

Ugl o O ®
7T HF WE & B0 81 TF 378 3R THAT GEFR T &% e & T¥7 & =y

TS G99 — & §97 (779 9T e 1 SHaRT a1 Yfee &1 St 81 57 594 &
1, Fd, FEl AN FIT T 81d 81 599 HR T d5 97 (Close-ended Question )
ot 95 S & b ST ‘BT q A H A F st/ A § G giar 2

T E G977 — 9 G99 (978 fodl 51271, G0 a1 G5 &1 L I a1 36T
IRl FXH A 7SS [Heid! 81 59 99 ° 9 3R A 9T gld 81 9 SHR
W IR e Hi gl 97 (Open-ended Question) 4T &gl ST LG R
TI&ThIREIAT 1 37941 &1 HET a1 (=R Jehe 3 &1 7a@y a1 &idl &l

T U9 — 9 G99 S G 599 & I 9§ Ue7 81 9 &) 9! v @ dant
TeT 1 S Gowdl & WfehT WEHR & SR Gdeh 3R Ged @ W 19 T8 799 79
T&d 81 399 GETHR ° @Igifaedl A 8 R 3G YalE G&s & 5l 8l

fAfyera 997 — & WelehR 4 o 3H 999 8id & 3R o @F F99| 3H F97
ST G4 GeeERl gl & i Y= 41 @ 999 9 & Sl QrelchRerdl 69
% & § W@ dIR [T Sd 81 9 999 QiaiehR %1 @i &9 °d 8 87 9 &1
IR T F Iy Bt gad geTIqul g gt 2

) HfeFuTeh HiATh (Profile Interview)

T TRIThR oh] Sevd IeTehReldl o it Sfiad, STk shiHehTS,
I STl 3R THI-AIIES S i WEA M el g1 98 Th
3N N8 1 WIETehR © fSad QU Sl WETehR R el 2l
HFAR W I8 WehR R ot & o wewyel =afaal & @
STl B Al 3T STEHT SY Hesienell, GREHA, Wi heAleh SIS
o WY i HEhR 81 TWehal 81 39 WTehR o fay i damd 3l
T STE & 31en A RE SN STl € S| 39 Wieeh R
Yheldl Sgd 8% deh STTeh! AR, T 3K ST oh TN TRk REw
% ¥ Yk TS Hay T AER wd g1 sden e fSa e
2T, STeTTT BT, SM9eh] S B Toerereq ST fHei| HemehR o <M
ST i A U giw i gHen Ul Harer Edl @ R Snerehram
FIE TH o1 e I 59 ThsH 39 AW 98 |
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WTETeHeh HTATRTT Rl
T IEIUT

gfear e &t 9§,
fégmam =t @ €
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Read the reviews of the same
film in two—three newspapers.
Compare the reviews and
make a list of the similarities
and dissimilarities between
them.
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Good newspapermen have given good literature also.

Daniel Defoe, Joseph Addison ANy, TRER 99" fget, gues

Richard Steele, Jonathan Swift e A aqaal, e et e’
Rudyard Kipling, Charles Dickens e ud, weHigER g, fSepar AR
John Galsworthy, G.K. Chesterton W A0, TR FeM, TS HIEE Hﬁﬁ?ﬁ‘ﬂ
H.G. Wells, Walt Whitman IR SRIgY T8, ¥HeR e,

George Bernard Shaw BRITHT T, FHAINR,

Mark Twain, Ernest Hemingway... foenfreme fag, o=a...
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Understanding Media

An introduction to different forms of media
writing.

1. Group Activity

» All the students should stand in a
circle.

» Talk to the person standing on your
left as well as your right. Find out two
new things about each.

» Students should share their
information with the rest of the group.

2. Points to Ponder

» How did you get to know about each
other?

» How would news/information reach
others?

» Discuss how news from their locality/
school can be shared with others.

» How do you think news from your
city, state, country and foreign
countries travels?

» How will information related to some
important person, event, new books/
newsletters /magazines /films etc.
reach other people?

3. Collect a few news items, features,
interviews and reviews from one
week’s newspapers and make your
own newspaper from them.

And the pen writes on...

Ninety-five-year-old Homai Vyarawalla,
India’s first woman photojournalist,
was born in Navsari, a mofussil town in
Gujarat. She worked in Delhi from 1942 to
1970 and has taken photographs of people
like Helen Keller, Gandhiji, Pandit Nehru,
Mountbatten, Edmund Hillary and Tenzing
Norgay. Her vast portfolio also has pictures
of Mumbai in the 1930s.

Homai’s father was an actor from the
Urdu-Parsi theatre and according to her,
“I normally accompanied my father to
theatres... | was overjoyed to see colours,
paints and brushes there and they soon
became my toys. | believe it was my first
step to what | wanted to do in my life... |
was a patient listener to my father when
he had sessions with the co-artists and
actors. It gave wings to my imagination.”

An Honours student from Bombay
University, Homai also obtained a Diploma
in Art from J. J. School of Art. Her first
pictures were of a college picnic. Taken
with a friend’s camera, they were published
on the front page of the Bombay Chronicle.
She recalls, “The newspaper gave me one
rupee a picture in those days. That was
a big thing. Photography was something
completely new, not being done by any
other woman.”




The author expresses his own
thoughts and experiences; the
journalist expresses those of
the community. Literature can
be timeless; journalism must
be timely.

— F. FrRASER BonD

The term ‘Fourth Estate’ is a traditional
term used for the public press and dates
as far back as the early nineteenth
century when Edmund Burke called the
media the fourth estate. In the middle
ages, the estates of the realm referred
to the three broad divisions of society as
nobility, clergy and commoners.

Cleric, Knight, and Workman — an image
from a medieval manuscript

Thomas Carlyle in his On Hero and Hero
Worship also wrote, “... in the Reporter’s
Gallery yonder, there sat a Fourth Estate
more important far than they all.” In
modern times, the media is popularly
known as the fourth pillar of democracy.

|. Media Writing — an
Introduction

Edmund Burke described media as ‘the story
of the world for a day’. The objective of media
is communication with mass audiences and
to disseminate information for education,
news and views, business, entertainment and
societal awareness. Media has always acted
as a guardian of democracy, and kept people
informed about the latest happenings and
trends. Today, the demands placed on media
professionals are greater than ever before. They
need to be conscious of their responsibility
and should always remind themselves of the
larger question: How will this affect the lives
of my readers?

The media also informs us about people
from different backgrounds/countries working
together for the benefit of mankind. The following
is an example of such a media coverage.

Jaipur Foot for Angola landmine victims
SANDEEP JOSHI
Luanda (Angola): After providing mobility to
thousands of people in India and abroad, Jaipur
Foot will soon come to the aid of Angolans who
have lost their limbs during the 27-year civil war.
The south African nation, which saw a large
number of its citizens falling victim to landmines
laid across the country, approached India which,
on humanitarian grounds, has agreed to set up
and run an artificial limb factory and centre in this
capital city free of cost for two years... Angola
would also depute its staff at the factory and centre
so that they could be given training.

Reprint 2025-26
S



Media 29

...Jaipur Foot had revolutionised life for millions
of landmine amputees, ...apart from being cost-
effective, the artificial limb was light and made
mobility easy. The users would be able to run, climb
trees and ride bicycles.

Jaipur Foot was invented by Pramod Karan
Sethi, an orthopaedic surgeon, who was a Fellow
of Britain’s Royal College of Surgeons, along with
artisan Ram Chandra.

Source: The Hindu, 6 April 2008

Creative writers are free to write from the depths of their imagination,
whereas media writing requires a pool of information which is checked
again and again through a series of valid sources in the real world. Without
authentic information, media writers have nothing to communicate. To
build that bank of information, they read all types of materials like literary
works as well as general reading materials such as magazines, newspapers
etc. They observe people, events and situations with a keen eye and an open
mind. They listen carefully to comments, statements, lectures, speeches
etc. made by other people. A keen observation and good reading habits
which are assets for creative writing are also essential for media writing.

When writing for the media, one has to be imaginative and creative in the
use of vocabulary. Creativity in media writing seeks to blend good and simple
language with aesthetically pleasing symbols and images that are familiar.

Writing for the media can be a pleasure in itself: finding the right
word, using it appropriately with other words in a sentence, constructing
a paragraph that conveys the right meaning give satisfaction. There is
a sense of pride in a well written piece. To achieve this one needs some
talent, a lot of determination and readiness to work hard.

Different forms of mediarequire different kinds of writing and presentation
skills. Before we familiarise ourselves with these skills, we need to know

about the media and its broad divisions.
See TIfdafatir /Activity 14 on Page 89

Today, sitting at home, you can get the latest news — which is known as
‘breaking news'—on your TV set or the radio or the Internet. Extensive
coverage of news and other information can also be obtained from
newspapers. The Press — both print and electronic — have become
indispensable today and advancement in technology has a vital role to
play in it. Satellites stationed in space provide us with weather forecasts
for our city as well as for the entire globe, and human interest stories
such as the rescue of the little child who had fallen into a deep pit, the
live telecast of sports events, election updates etc. reach us in no time and
keep us informed. It has now become possible to transmit instant news
and messages from different parts of the globe.

Types of Media
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The different types of media are
discussed below.

1. Print Media: This includes books (of
all types), newspapers, magazines,
journals, catalogues, brochures,
leaflets, handouts and other printed
documents. Letters, which are meant
to be circulated among a large number
of people, can also be included in this
category. For print media, strong and
clear writing, analytical skills, choice
of right words and the ability to select
appropriate details are essential.

2. Audio-Visual Media: This includes
radio, television, cinema, tape
recorders, music systems etc. This
medium is accessible to and is enjoyed
by wide-ranging audiences even if
they are not literate. Audio-visual
medium can also be considered an
electronic medium. Writing for this
medium of communication requires
a certain amount of specialised
knowledge and this will be taken up
in detail in Class XII.

3. New Media: This refers to a relatively
new field that includes computer
enhanced communication. It is fast becoming very popular with
the masses. It is a form of media that includes some aspects of
interactivity for its audience and is usually in digital form e.g. the
Internet and the mobile phone etc. We shall study about new media
in detail in Class XII.

You must have noticed that the news that appears in your newspaper and
on TV is presented in different ways and styles. The difference lies in how they
are written and their graphic treatment on the page and on the screen.

See Tfdafafi Activity 15 on Page 94

Print Media

Print media and written communication follow the progress of civilisation
which, in turn, develops in response to changing cultural technologies.
The transfer of complex information, ideas and concepts from one
individual to another, or to a group, has undergone extreme evolution
since prehistoric times.
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For centuries, civilisations have used print
media to spread news and information to
the masses. To begin with, humans painted
descriptive pictures on cave walls. The narrative
compositions on the walls were their own way
of communication with the world. This was
followed by the use of stone and clay tablets
to express thoughts. With the passage of time,
other means of writing surfaced. Invention of
paper revolutionised the face of print as the
written word became more accessible. The
printing press, invented by Johann Gutenberg
in 1447, ushered in the era of the modern
newspaper. It enabled the free exchange of
ideas and spread of languages. Gradually,
newspaper content began to shift towards more
local issues. Thereafter, the invention of the
telegraph in 1844 transformed the print media.
Now information could be transferred in no
time, allowing for timely and relevant reporting.
By the middle of the nineteenth century,
newspapers were becoming the primary means
of disseminating and receiving information.

During the early nineteenth century Paul Printing press (1811), Deutsches Museum, Munich,
Julius Reuter used pigeons to deliver news Germany
first of all. Each day Reuter put on the

Brussels mail-coach a cage containing a pair

of pigeons, addressed to his friend. When

the birds were delivered to him, the friend

set them free after fastening to their legs

sillkk bags containing the stock prices. The

pigeons arrived home three hours before the

mail coach, and immediately Reuter and his

wife made many copies of the messages and

delivered them to the businessmen who paid

_for the service.

Today the range of topics and kinds of
writing within a newspaper are vast and
varied. It caters to the needs of different kinds
of readership and contexts. It includes news
stories, features, reviews, analyses, editorials,
letters to the editor, advertorials, commercial
information etc. The two broad divisions can
be news media and other information.
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News Media: The purpose of a newspaper is to inform, interpret, serve
and entertain. Newspapers serve the community by keeping a critical eye
on the government and public services, and keeping the reader informed.
Newspapers, generally, carry both hard news as well as soft news. Soft
news are human interest stories. These can be accounts of triumph over
personal adversity, a profile of a person, changes in lifestyle or the day-to-
day existence of any individual. On the other hand, some diary events such
as council meetings, tribunals and community events comprise hard news.
Hard news also includes news about crimes, emergencies and accidents.
Timeliness and gravity are the primary characteristics of hard news.

News is about people and the human angle is often the best way to
introduce a story. The following news item shows how creativity has
no boundaries and helps bring people together. This is an example
of soft news.

Colours of Kutch with an Australian Touch

MaDHUR TANKHA

New Delhi: For the past 18 years, Australian artist Maggie
Baxter has been working diligently with the indigenous
craftspersons of Gujarat. She will now showcase her works
at a week-long exhibition in Visual Arts Gallery, India
Habitat Centre here beginning this Monday.

Maggie was introduced to traditional weaving, block
printing and embroidery in Kutch by an Indian designer
friend. Kutch specialises in traditional textile craft.

Stating that the textile works at the exhibition would
be an amalgamation of the visual expansiveness of the
Western Australian landscape and the apparent emptiness

of Kutch, Maggie says, “There is no attempt to represent

nature within the works, but rather the unrestricted

horizon, the lack of perspective and emotions that those
places draw out. The two places have much in common.

Source: The Hindu, 26 April 2008

Others: Apart from news, newspapers give us information on health,
education, entertainment, science, fiction, and biographical columns.
They also bring the seller and the buyer together through their advertising
columns, both classified ads and displays. This leaves scope for creative
expression in the form of feature writing, stories, poems, plays etc.

In this unit our focus is on writing for the news media. News
media comprises various forms of writing out of which news writing
is the most important. Apart from this, features, interviews, letters
to the editor, sidebars, advertorials etc. find adequate place in its
ambit. Writing for news media is also known as journalistic writing
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which has its own specialised style. It can be classified under three
broad divisions: news writing, editorial writing and feature writing.
Therefore, writing for the media offers ample opportunities to write
in the various forms that the mass-media requires.

1. News Writing: Writing a basic news story teaches you how
to collect accurate and complete information and make sound
judgements about the information, collate it in an appropriate
form, and then write the content. In this form of writing a lead
paragraph has the most important information that the writer
has to tell the reader. Here is an example.

I T TR W TR 8T T W YRt

Tt fdeet, 16 WXERt 2008 (SHEE) | SU-TLUA HEER
gIfs 1At 7 %el € 5 391 & gAel ufgsy 9 33 forenm
378H FNIH 81 g Sk ¥ f1em 1 wew W SR Sreid §¢
3517 el foh qarstl &1 dgaX =9 78T Yo 3 & ol X
forem =t QA1 9 GER Gt & arerm § A ad g
T aTfh HRIGR T $THT HIFT 33T G| 3817 F&T 394
Ald 7% & o 9 e SR-9-5416] i st B @d W
Seadi 318 Gear HXIE S T

Who gathers news for the media? The men and women who do so
may be called reporters /journalists/editors /correspondents / special
writers /rewrite-person or even public relations person.

News media presents news, views, reviews, and issues that
happen at thelocal, the national and the international level. They
also present critical analyses of issues, editorials and articles
etc. News writing is different from editorial and opinion writing
and there is a clear-cut distinction between facts and opinions.
While reporting or collecting information for news, journalists
make sure that they write a fair and balanced piece in order to
avoid biases, prejudices, exaggeration or misrepresentation of
any kind.

2. Editorial Writing: In most newspapers, the editorial and the op-ed
page (op-ed page is given this name because it is placed opposite
the editorial page) consist usually of the paper’s own opinion
on topical issues, events, incidents and statements expressed
through opinion pieces, editorial columns and sidebars. These
may be expressed verbally or graphically through cartoons.
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afifafr 19 € Activity 19

gt fafy & ww & favg w
Fisd TEERI HT gAT B
37T 9T, VY FIghd, aear
F ol R R 39 GEHER
F SMYR T 37 3R § TH
TaER fefgu dR vide 4t
fefia)

Take Hindi and English
newspapers of the same day
and select news items on the
same topic. Compare these
news items in terms of their
language, title, presentation
and facts. On the basis of this
analysis, write the same news
in your own words and also
give it a title.

Al

Srijan

The Editorial is a crisp paragraph of
topical interest value which informs
and leads public opinion. The heading
often has real editorial value in itself and
expresses opinion or sets the tone for
the whole editorial. The average length of
editorials is about 300 words. The writer
condenses facts and arguments to a few
short paragraphs. Any topic of human
interest can become the subject matter for
editorial comment which may be written
in a humorous or serious tone. Opinion
pieces are given on the op-ed page and
these are usually written by guest or staff
columnists. Most often they reinforce the
ideas of the editorial writers.

The editorial page also consists of the
opinions of others. These opinions are
mostly of the paper’s readers (the public).
These ‘Letters to the Editor’ are an integral
part of all the newspapers.

The following is an example of a letter to

the editor.

Necessary dialogues

‘A Fruitful Dialogue’ by Ziya Us Salam
(Literary Review, May 4) is a beautiful
write-up on the increasing importance
of translations in the field of Indian
literature. Translations of regional
literature into other Indian languages
and finally into the global language serve
a two-fold purpose. Firstly, translated
regional writings open windows of
understanding among people of different
regions through their wide reach. They
serve to inculcate a feeling of oneness
despite regional disparities. Secondly,
when translated into English, these works
of regional writers project an authentic
image of India internationally which
otherwise seems to be a little exaggerated
in English writings.
Dr S.A. Knabper, Kurnool
Source: The Hindu, 11 May 2008
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Advertorials

Advertorials are a combination of editorial and feature writing. They are
written with the purpose of advertising a product, a place or an event
and highlight the positive points to attract the reader’s attention. All the
relevant information such as venue, dates, timings, prices, availability
are given. Advertorials can also have pictures or illustrations of the
product, place or event. An advertorial should clearly mention that it
is an ‘Advertisement Feature’ or just ‘Advertisement’. For example, a
new school is opening shortly and the management wants to inform
the public of this. An advertorial on the school can be taken out in a
newspaper covering all its salient features.

3. Feature Writing: Feature writing can be a creative experience for
reporters. Features can be written on profiles, personalities, lifestyles,
travel, food, sports, automobiles and entertainment. They entertain
readers as they are built around human interest. They can be plain
fun to read or may nudge the reader to reflect on life. Before you start
writing a feature you need to collect all the information related to the
topic that you have chosen to write about.

The characteristics of a feature in terms of its lead and style should
be maintained throughout the article. Feature writing is not fiction
writing and facts remain an integral part of any feature. They can
be amusing, anecdotal or interrogatory. Features touch people’s
emotions and provide food for thought.

Il. Media Writing

Let us now move to the second part of this unit : Media Writing. In this
section our focus will be on three different forms of media writing : News
Report, Interview, Review.

News is a drama best understood
in its setting.

News Report

News is often the truth about what is going on. It is the report of current
ideas, events, and conflicts, which interest people. In modern democracies,
news is a necessity. Men and women, individually and collectively, make
vital decisions on the basis of what they know, and a lot that they know
depends upon the news they read and hear.

Newsreporters perform a vital service to mankind. Their social role
establishes them as members of one of the most important professions.
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They not only present facts, but also explain their meaning. A newsreporter
is, in fact, a fact finder — a finder of newsworthy facts. Her/his task is also
that of a resourceful researcher. Lucidity, comprehensibility, and appeal
are the three major characteristics of any news report and a newswriter
has to be skilled in expository reporting.

News is the account of a current idea, event, or conflict which interests
news consumers and benefits those who present it. Here is an example.

o=l T GUIST T ©F AT a1+ aret 1orem faet
qGTF, 18 SR 2008 (G = &) | F&Id [Ifag qrHa
T+ SIS G 18 Faee il 95 €t W 9K 39 §¢ Fel
foF ferer sredi &1 GEIST HT ©F T F77 & [olT T § 3% I8
& dR-adiwl ° a5era ard) Sl wer faEnef ik firerh H 5« aF
TGH-TGH 1 SRl I FANS g 13787 1 @ 7@l el st aq
de f1en & shifdeR! aged 1 ST 7@l &1 51 Gl 2

IMPORTANT FEATURES OoF NEws WRITING

The first and most important feature of news writing is accuracy. A news
story can be creative and convincing, but if it has errors, it is of no use.
Next is brevity. Each word in your news story should be chosen carefully
and presented lucidly and with clarity. To become news there must be
something factual, new and interesting. The news must be new and the
facts presented should interest the readers. To be able to capture the
interest of the readers is called having a news sense.

Why is a news report called a story? This is to emphasise that it is a
construct, something developed on the basis of certain facts, to capture
the interest of the readers. But remember, factual accuracy is vital for
good news writing.

NEws VALUE

This concept is used in making judgements about which event is news
and which event is not. To make that judgement, certain factors are taken
into consideration that help determine the news story’s news value. Time
is one of them. An event is simply not news unless it has occurred fairly
recently — the element of time is an inherent part of any news story.
Another factor is that news sources should be authentic. These sources
can be personal where the reporter is making a first person account of the
incident, and has witnessed the incident or event herself or himself, or
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based on recorded information. If all the requirements are met then the
news story’s news value is rated as very high. Thus, all efforts must be
made to obtain accurate information; attention should be paid to each
and every detail of the information. Also make sure that you understand
the significance and the meaning of the information. Along with this,
consistency of style is to be practised as it helps to make the writer
more efficient.

The reporter’s job is to find out the truth and convey it. She/he
must learn to keep her or his own biases under check. The reporter is
also encouraged to look for the other view points in a news story. It is
the duty of the reporter to get in touch with the persons concerned to

gather various perspectives. v -
News usually has the following elements. See /Actlvity 16 on Page 98

» Impact: Impact is essential to
capture the attention of the readers.
Any news is considered big or small
according to the size of the current
idea, event or conflict. The size of the
news may be measured in terms of
figures : for example — Thousands
killed in Tsunami; Earthquake takes
the lives of more than 500 people;
Hundreds of people took part in a
Marathon; or Sensex rises by 400
points in a single day. In all these
examples impact is determined by
numbers.

» Proximity: Proximity to the targeted readers plays a major role in
maximising impact. That is why newspapers always keep in mind
their target audience and its interests. The readers may find more
interest in a minor event close at hand than in a more important
one miles away. Hence local news usually comes first followed by
national and international news. For example, power failure in any
part of India will have greater news value than a similar power failure
in Europe or any other country.

» Timeliness: The reader wants news to be new. ‘New’ is the most
important factor of news. ‘New' news reports on latest/current
happenings/changes that take place as they are relevant to and
affect the daily lives of people.

» Prominence: Any news related to prominent personalities e.g.
president, prime minister, actors. becomes major news. The news that
holds the interest of the reader becomes significant and important.

» Novelty: If an event is unusual, bizarre, or the first of its kind, it has
more news value than if it is something that happens routinely.
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Take one week’s newspapers.
Look for news related to
unusual events, important
people, and conflict/crime.
Read these news reports
carefully and explain if they
adhere to newness, impact
and proximity. Discuss in
class if these news are worthy
of being reported or not.

g

Srijan

» Conflict: News aboutwar, terrorism, conflicts
and crime are widely covered.

» Relevance: The news story must have
relevance and usefulness to its readers.
For example, news about business, leisure,
exhibitions etc. have a lot of human interest.

THE Process oFr NEws WRITING

Good writing is essential for media. Without
it important news, intriguing stories, insights
and analyses, statements and opinions cannot
reach their potential audience.

The next important point is its presentation.
After gathering information and collating it, you
have to work out the order in which it has to be
presented. You have to sift through the collected
matter to separate the chaff from the grain. It
is then that you decide what should come first
and what should follow in order of priority. While
writing a news report keep the following aspects
in mind.

News Structure

The two most commonly quoted formulae for
newswritingare Rudyard Kipling’ssixquestions
alsoknownas ‘Five Ws and How’, and ‘the News
Pyramid’ also known as ‘the Inverted Pyramid’.

The Six Questions

| keep six honest serving-men

(They taught me all | knew);

Their names are What and Why and When
And How and Where and Who.

— RubpyArD KiPLING

These six questions — who, what, how,
where, when, why — are a useful checklist for
news stories. In general, these six questions
should be answered somewhere in the story —
only sometimes there can be exceptions. For
example, in the case of weekly newspapers
talking about something that happened ‘last
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week’ becomes redundant; the same is the case with a daily newspaper
talking about ‘yesterday’. The questions who, what, where and when
provide enough information to encourage further reading of the story. Out
of these six questions — who and what are the most essential.

Try to locate the answers to Kipling’s six questions in the following
news report.

PSLV Puts 10 Satellites in Orbit

Very few countries have done it : ISRO chief

T.S. SUBRAMANIAN

Sriharikota: India set a record here on Monday when its Polar Satellite
Launch Vehicle (PLSV-C9) fired 10 satellites into orbit in a precisely
timed sequence.

As each satellite winged out of the vehicle, it had to be re-oriented
to prevent collision. The feat proved the versatility, reliability and
flexibility of the PSLV. This was the 13th PSLV flight and the 12th
successful one in a row.

Ajubilant G. Madhavan Nair, Chairman, Indian Space Research
Organisation (ISRO), told a press conference : “This is a memorable
occasion for ISRO and India. We have set a record for launching 10
satellites into orbit [using a single vehicle]. Very few countries have
done it. Russia launched 13 satellites at a time. We do not know the
result. We have shown the world that we can do multiple launches
in a precise manner. We are thrilled at the performance.”

Source: The Hindu, 29 April 2008

The News Pyramid

The purpose of the news pyramid,
also known as the inverted pyramid,
is to show that the news has been
presented in descending order of
importance. There are two important
aspects to this: one is that the reader can
stop reading halfway also without loosing
the meaning of the full news, and secondly,
sub-editors have the scope to cut stories from
bottom-up if space is less — again without
loosing something important.

The inverted pyramid is a specific style of news
writing. It is divided into three parts:
» the lead
» the body
» the end.

The lead
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Everyone knows the old saying : “If you can’t get their attention
in the first sentence (or the first eight seconds) they won’t
bother with the rest.”

— NicuoLas BagNALL

The lead or intro is a useful starting point for news writing and should
be able to stand on its own. Usually it is one sentence which conveys the
essence of the story so it should be clear, crisp and concise. It generally
ranges between 20 and 30 words. It should be able to catch your readers’
attention instantly so that they read the rest of the story. The best way of
writing the intro is to put the human drama first. While writing an intro
ask yourself whether your story is essentially who or what — is the focus
on the person or on what they have done? This exercise will help you
decide whether the person’s name should go in the intro or not. As far
as possible, an intro should be about one point not two. The lead in the
following news is crisp. Look for the main point.

Women’s Own: Ujjas Radio
Based in Bhuj; covers Saurashtra and Kutch

HirAL DAVE

When Kutch Mahila Vikas Sangathan, an NGO working among Kutchi
women since 1989, wanted to reach out to rural hamlets in the largest district
of Gujarat, it chose radio as its medium.

Since 1998, programmes of Ujjas Radio have been broadcast from Rajkot

Akashwani Kendra. The station has become the voice of Kutchis, especially
women. Ujjas Radio, which now has its own recording studio, relays two
programmes through Rajkot AIR every Monday and Thursday.
Its 53-episode inaugural programme, Kunjal Panje Kutchji, built around the
role of women in panchayati raj institutions, ran for a year in 1998-1999.
Kutch Lokjivani has three segments: folk music, history of the region, and
Pardafass, an expose of various scandals in the region, especially after the
January 2001 earthquake.

From field work, reporting to recording, it’s all done by KM VS volunteers.
A team of 10 reporters of Ujjas Radio prepares exclusive stories of rural
Kutch, for rural Kutch.

“We’ve been publishing a monthly magazine called Ujjas Patrika since
1992. However, we realised radio would be more effective in reaching
women in the villages,” says Preety Soni, vice-coordinator of KMVS. “It’s
easily accessible and more popular in rural areas than print.”

The next step is to explain, extend or retell the main point — this is
essentially the body of the pyramid. Often, readers need more information
and thus the news story should provide a detailed elaboration. It may extend
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Clarity, tightness, information — and the news point
that is going to start people talking. These are the
qualities to seek.

— LESLIE SELLERS

up to two to three paragraphs but the focus must remain consistent with the
story. Quotes from the people and organisation, who are part of the news
story, are an essential part of news story development. While quoting, use
said/says to introduce the quote. The variation could be told/tell according
to the context. Each paragraph in your news story should flow naturally
from the one before it as appropriate transitions make the news readable.
Make sure there is coherence of ideas and these are presented in a logical
and chronological manner. Repeated use of the word ‘then’ is to be avoided.
Using verbs such as claim, admit, state etc. is to be avoided unless their
usage conveys the precise meaning.

The news story should end neatly. The news can be concluded in a
nutshell in the concluding paragraph but it should have unity and relevance.

When you prepare news reports for your school newspaper (daily,
weekly, fortnightly or monthly), you collect information from different locales
within the school and present them in a readable form. Hence, collecting
information is the first step for news reporting. You may get information
about an event from two or more sources. This means that you have to
collect and arrange all information in correct order.

The language for reporting news has to be simple and straightforward.
Avoid complex sentences and difficult words. Call a spade a spade.
Remember that simple language has its own elegance which comes from
clarity of expression. If a sentence is long-winded, the reader loses the
thread of continuity. Just as a camera provides images that are clear
and unvarnished, the news report also must have photographic accuracy
without any blurring of facts and data. The verbal camera of the news
reporter provides for accuracy in reporting.

If you want to succeed as a writer, you must read a lot, think imaginatively,
practise writing and always revise what you have written. The following
steps can help you while collating information and reporting it.

» Make a plan before you start writing and revise your plan before you
start your research.

» Write notes before you start writing and then develop the news/
feature/review.

» Always revise what you have written.

» Make sure that there are no errors of facts, names, spellings, grammar,
or confusion caused by bad punctuation.

» Last of all, read your story from the reader’s point of view and reflect on
the following:
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— Is it making sense?
—Is it clear?

— Does it hit the target?

To develop a journalistic style you will need to learn how to use quotes,
to handle reported speech, to choose the right word to convey the right
message. You will also need to remember what your language teacher
would have told you about precis or summary, in which a long passage is
reduced to a prescribed length. When reporting is direct and objective, it
gains in veracity and authenticity.

e ‘After’ is a useful way of linking two stages of a story.

e ‘As’is often used in intros to link two events that occur at the same time.

e Use the ‘active voice’ — instead of saying something happened, say who
did what to whom. Use the action word.

News reporting for a school magazine or newsletter should make
for enjoyable reading. The language should be plain and simple but
elegant and to the point. The news report should only be long enough
to sustain the reader’s interest and the reporter should work out the
order of presentation.

Here is an example of news reporting on a news museum.

As it happened...
K.V.E. PrasaD

A news museum in Washington D.C. showcases the evolution of information media and
the technologies and the courage that make news possible.

The sight is arresting. The facade of this seven-storey structure is a blend of
glass and cement with an imposing 74-foot-high marble tablet etched with the First
Amendment of the United States Constitution bestowing on its citizens freedom of
religion, speech, press and liberty...

As one steps into the atrium, a vertical and horizontal expanse greets the visitors. And
yet, the seemingly vacuous space almost at once integrates and absorbs everyone there.
Welcome to Newseum, a unique interactive museum dedicated to the world of news...

For the tourists

“This (museum) is not for journalists but for the 20 million visitors (who come
to Washington DC each year)... to see democracy in action... A free press is the
cornerstone in a democracy,” Chief Executive Officer Charles Overby said, summing
up the spirit behind creating the Newseum. And the journey begins in right earnest.
Just as in newspapers, where the front page showcases what the daily contains, a
similar concept drives the designers who offer the visitors a glimpse of what they can
expect. The 90-foot-high atrium enables visitors to see at a glance the exhibits from
top to bottom. And for those keen to have a finger on the throbbing pulse, a giant,
high-definition media screen features historical and current events.

Source: The Hindu, 27 April 2008

Note down the points that have made it good news reporting.
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News Reporting: a Glance at the Past

The Post och Inrikes Tidningar (PolT) or Post and
Domestic Newspapers, a Swedish newspaper,
began in 1645. Regarded as the world's oldest
newspaper, it is now available only on the Internet.

Indian Opinion was a bilingual weekly
newspaper published in English and
Gujarati by Gandhiji in South Africa

Navjivan,

a weekly
newspaper
edited by
Gandhiji was
the Guijarati
edition of the
paper Young
India which
was also
edited by
him.

of the first Asian

during 1903 to 1915. It also had Hindi  The Bombay Chronicle was an English Coverags = eihi on 4 March
Ly - newspaper started in 1910. It was a Games a‘:'he Times of India.
nationalist newspaper and chronicled 1951 by

the political events of pre-independent
India.
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CHECKLIST FOR NEws REPORTING

» As a reporter of a news story you should remain detached; you are not
part of the action you describe unless you are an eyewitness. Avoid the
use of the word T.

Remember, there is no substitute for accuracy.

Avoid redundant information. Make it crisp and to the point.

Avoid repetitions. Always read and re-read your news story.

Make sure that the flow is logical and coherent and it answers the five
Ws and one H.

Whether it is a news release, a speech or a brochure, accuracy, brevity
and clarity are essential. This is all the more important when the material
has to be made available in more than one language. Jargon and flowery
phrases do not impress the readers and attempts to translate these
satisfactorily from one language to another most often end up giving the
opposite impression of what is to be conveyed. Therefore, presentation in
simple language is important.

Interview

Almost all news stories have an element of interview inherent in them.
The interview has emerged as a journalistic art form through the years.
The modern interview, as we understand it, consists of a personal contact
between two people: the interviewer (reporter) and the interviewee, and its
presentation is a blend of the reporter’s impressions and the interviewee’s
ideas and comments. Interviews are regarded as a journalistic staple
because of their popularity with the readers who are interested in knowing
more about the works and opinions of other people.

An interview can be a pre-arranged informal talk with a dignitary, an
artist, a scientist or an informal conversation with a shopkeeper, a vendor, or
a follow-up telephone call with someone you have had an interview session
or a talk with. The main purpose of an interview is to elicit information
on facts, and opinions about issues, situations, or about a person. Some
interviews are investigative in nature wherein the interviewer tries to make
sure that the information being given is accurate and truthful and the
interviewee is not withholding important facts. To achieve this, one must
be thorough with the background information of the topic or the person’s
work and life. A reporter has to prepare the questions according to the
focus of the interview to elicit relevant and maximum information in a
specified time duration. Research and detailed peparation are therefore
essential elements of interviewing.
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Telephone interviews have become very popular these days because
they are a quick way of getting information, but face-to-face interviews
are more rewarding. The body language of the interviewee and eye contact
bring in the element of personal touch which enables the interviewer to
make insightful observations and make her/his write-up more engaging.

TyPES orF INTERVIEWS

Interviewing for information goes on all day long in a reporter’s life,
whether he is working for a newspaper, a magazine that prints news or
features, a radio station that presents news, or a television channel. To
a lesser or greater degree, every story involves the use of the interview
for information.

Interviews can be classified into three groups: for information or facts,
for opinions, and for feature writing. These groups have subdivisions.
For example, opinion interviews can elicit emotional responses as well.
Informational interviews can lead to an analytical presentation of views
if the issue so demands. Other subdivisions can be profile interviews and
group interviews.

Informational Interview

These interviews seek information based on facts. Their spectrum is as
wide as human endeavour — education, sports, politics, science, finance
etc. For example, a scientist has done some breakthrough research.
The reporter seeks information on how it was done and its results by
interviewing him. Generally the five W’s and H questions are asked for this
type of interview.

Opinion Interview

The opinion interview seeks the opinion of the person/persons concerned
with an event or organisation, or it can seek public opinion through factual
and open-ended questions. Opinion interviews are linked with a person
connected with an incident or event. She/he may be a common man, a
politician, a well known personality or an expert. The most commonly
asked questions are: What is your opinion about this judgement/or this
event/incident? What is your assessment of the whole issue? Do you agree
or disagree with this? What options do you suggest? What steps are you
going to take now?

It is important for the reporter to remember that opinion interviews
may, at times, result in emotional responses. In such situations she/he
should be prepared to be sensitive, and ask appropriate questions without
hurting the feelings of the respondent or escalating the situation. Some
examples of such situations are covering an accident site, or an agitation
which threatens to turn violent.
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Personality / Profile Interview

The personality or profile interview also comes under the category of
feature interview. In such interviews the emphasis tends to be not only
on what the person says, as how and where and why she/he says it.
The profile of the subject is developed in totality. The characteristics, the
nuances of speech, dress, appearance, personal traits etc. are also taken
into account. This makes the reader feel that she/he has almost met the
person interviewed.

Group Interview

The group interview seeks the
responses and opinions of different
people connected with one story. Facts
and opinions are obtained through a
series of interviews with a number of
people. For example, when the Central
Government announces the annual
budget, newspapers assign reporters to
secure the comments of the concerned
authorities and the public. Here the
reporter summarises her/his findings
in a general lead and then quotes the
important observations which the
experts have given her/him.

Press Conference

A press conference resembles a
group interview but its method is in
reverse order. It is generally called
by important individuals to give out
an important piece of news to the
public through journalists/reporters.
Interviews begin after announcements
are over and reporters are free to ask
questions for further enlightenment.
Press conferences are held in order to
save time and also with the purpose
of giving all the journalistic media an
even break.

The following interview with the Nobel Prize winner, Padma Bhushan
Dr R.K. Pachauri gives us an insight into the causes of and remedies for
global warming. Read the interview carefully and discuss which type of
interview it is.
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It is early February and Delhi is hit by a cold wave, so it's an irony that I'm here to interview
Rajendra Kumar Pachauri about global warming. Dr Pachauri’s fifth-floor office in the
India Habitat Centre is cluttered with books and files, but is remarkably small for someone
who'd just picked up a Nobel Prize on behalf of IPCC, the Inter-government Panel on
Climate Change, a UN body that looks at existing research on climate change and makes
assessments. Pachauri has been IPCC’s Chairman since 2002. From 1981, he has also
headed The Energy and Resources Institute (TERI — the T originally stood for Tata), a think
tank that's become India’s foremost institution on energy, environment and climate change
research and policy. With his trimmed salt-and-pepper beard and solemn air, Pachauri, 67,
seems to me the quintessential scientist-technocrat.

Environmental experts like Pachauri claim that Planet Earth is steadily warming up
because of human activities. Gases, primarily carbon dioxide, emitted while burning fossil
fuels like coal, gas and olil, lead to heat being trapped by the atmosphere. That heat causes
glaciers to melt, floods, droughts, extinction of species... It’s a long, scary list. Pachauri
started talking about all these two decades ago, before ‘global warming’ had really become
a common phrase.

In his spare time Pachauri writes poetry in English and opens the bowling in cricket
tournaments. He is also the author of several books. Last year, Pachauri’s IPCC shared the
Nobel Prize for peace with Al Gore for their efforts in getting the world to focus attention on
global warming...

REeADER's DigesT : How did you get introduced to global warming?

R. K. PacHaurl : In 1988, | was President of the International Association for Energy
Economists. | read a lot of material on climate change then and got very convinced that
this is going to be a major problem for the whole globe. But people then thought | was
talking nonsense.

RD: Why is global warming so alarming? The earth’'s temperature rose by just 0.75 degrees C in
100 years. It's predicted to rise by 6 degrees in the next 100. There’s more daily temperature
variation between day and night.

RKP : Because it's not a smooth, steady increase that you can say, okay, one summer

instead of 45 degrees it's 47 and we can withstand that. A whole lot of other changes
are taking place in the climate. There will be more heat waves, droughts, floods, glaciers

melting very rapidly, leading to serious water stresses in several parts. About 20 to 30
per cent species will be threatened with extinction with temperature increases of over
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1.5 to 2.5 degrees. Global warming is visible, is measurable and, we project, will really
get worse.

RD : But Earth has had drastic climate changes before. So how can we be sure global
warming is man-made this time?

RKP : The evidence is strong. Atmospheric carbon dioxide used to be 280 parts per million (ppm)
before industrialisation, it’'s now over 380 ppm. There is more or less a perfect fit between
our scientific models that predicted temperature changes and actual observations. If
you look at projections for the future, even if we were to stabilise the concentration of
atmospheric gases today, climate change will continue for several decades. So, we will
have to adapt to its impacts anyway.

RD : It's said that the developed world is primarily responsible for this.

RKP : Yes, because you are not dealing with today’s emissions. It's the cumulative effect of
emissions over time, for which developed countries are increasing their emissions but our
contribution to their concentration is still very small.

RD : How will India be affected?

RKP : Our low-lying coastal areas could get submerged. Sea-level rise is a threat to the
Sunderbans. The kinds of events, like the record rainfall you saw in Mumbai in 2005, will
happen frequently, with much more intensity. Our glaciers are melting; the flow in our river
systems in at least the northern parts will be affected.

It's already happening and will worsen unless we arrest this change.

RD : Doesn't taking measures against climate change come at the cost of development?

RKP : That's a myth. We have to bring about a transition in our development. Take
transportation. Should we follow the North Americans, where one person drives 100
kilometres everyday to get to work? We don’t need that. We need better public transport.
Technology can make a difference. TERI has a major training complex which uses no
power from the grid. We have to come up with solutions where we can become leaders
because the rest of the world is also going in the same direction. And if we do it first, we
also have a commercial advantage.

RD : How do you reverse global warming? Is that possible?

RKP : Theoretically, yes. You will have to really bring down your emissions to below zero
and find ways by which you can absorb existing carbon dioxide. Technologically, that’s
entirely possible. It may happen in 30, 40, or 50 years into the future.

RD : But it requires political will.

RKP : That's where it's so essential to create awareness among the public. Because at
least in the democracies of the world, people will put pressure on leaders to do what is
expected of them.

RD : How can we ordinary citizens help prevent global warming?

RKP : Use energy sensibly. Use compact fluorescent lamps. Avoid incandescent bulbs.
Make sure your air-conditioner is set at a level where you are not freezing. In most five
star hotels, you need a quilt at night, even at the peak of summer. It's ridiculous!

RD : How do you yourself lead an environment-friendly life?

RKP : 1 don’t do a very good job because I'm on an airplane all the time. So, in that sense |
am not a very good model. But | only buy the things | really need. | try to minimise on the
use of a car. Even if | step out of my office for two minutes, | switch off the lights. In little
ways, | try not be a burden on Mother Earth.

— an excerpt from an interview by MADHAVANKUTTY PiLLAI
in the Reader's Digest
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PREPARATION FOR INTERVIEW

Before the interview, it is essential to do some research on the subject and
the person concerned. The research can be done on the person’s work, his
areas of interest, background, motivational factors — information can be
obtained by talking to the people who are associated with that person. You
may also go through written records such as articles, previous interviews,
books etc. written on or by the person. For these you can go to the library
or use the Internet. Always make sure that the information is authentic as
it facilitates asking relevant and appropriate questions to elicit information
during the interview. Another important preliminary requirement is to set
a time and arrange for a venue for the interview.

One must understand that the person has to be interviewed well to
elicit the best reponses. Some people are outspoken, some are shy, some
others, even though they may have done outstanding, interesting or
unusual work, become very formal when it comes to an interview. Your
preparation requires understanding the personality type and preparing
questions accordingly.

PREPARING QUESTIONS FOR THE INTERVIEW

What is the purpose of the interview? What
information do you want from the interviewee?
With this focus you will be able to prepare the
most relevant questions. Keep the readership/
audience in mind as well and, accordingly,
prepare the questions. A successful interview
depends on the kind of questions you ask. If
the questions are interesting, the answers are
bound to be interesting too. Always keep the
focus of your story in mind while preparing
and also while asking your questions.
Unfocussed interviews lead to long talks
that usually do not serve any purpose. By
writing down questions you want to ask,
you will be able to stay on track during the
interview. However, remain flexible as you
might have to change the questions or their
order during the course of the interview.

The first question of the interview sets the tone, so spend some time
beforehand thinking about what you want to say. Avoid close-ended
questions, or questions where the subject can respond with a ‘yes’ or
‘no’. Instead, ask neutral and open-ended questions that will help you to
understand what happened, how it happened and why. Questions that
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require the subject to describe what happened
are most demanding. Questions beginning with
‘why’ will give an insight into reasons. In between
questions beginning with ‘who’, ‘where’ and
‘when’ can be asked. Both types of questions
will provide you with a comprehensive picture.
Follow-up questions are those that are asked
on the spot in response to a particular question
to maintain the continuity of the interview.
Another type of questions are focused questions
which elicit the maximum information. It is
advisable to keep your questions short and
succinct as long, complex questions usually get
curt or ambiguous answers.

One should never start an interview with
an inane question as an interview is not a
conversation. In a conversation, you exchange
information. In an interview, you gather
information. The difference is subtle, but
important. The questions in an interview should
be such that they motivate the interviewee
to tell more.

While interviewing avoid making your own
statements. Your job is to get information, not
to impress with your knowledge. Asking two
questions together or clubbing them is to be
avoided. Avoid using hyperbole, for example, if
you ask a superstar, “How does it feel to be a
superstar?” most likely, you will get a modest
answer. To elicit maximum response from the
subject you need to prepare questions that
are accurate, to the point and crystal clear.
Interviewing doesn’t mean only asking questions
but asking questions which will draw out the
best response from the interviewee.

Collecting anecdotes while interviewing
is particularly important for personality
interviews. An anecdote is a story within a
story. While interviewing keep your senses —
hearing, seeing, tasting, smelling, feeling and
thinking — alert. Critically analyse what your
subject tells you as there is a subtle difference
between fact and opinion. Opinions are value
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Interview the librarian/physical
instructor/laboratory assistant
of your school for the school
magazine. Your interview may
focus on the available facilities,
their benefits, the interest of
students and their preparation.
Transcribe the interview.
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judgements and facts are verifiable. The entire ambience of the place is
part of your interviewing. This is where your creativity will help you set the
tone or background of the interview.

Develop critical thinking skills — it will help you to understand the
statements, assumptions, any kind of bias or ambiguity and gain a clear
perspective.

THE PROCESS OF INTERVIEW

» If possible, record the entire interview in a tape recorder. If that is not
possible, note down every detail.

» Your interview should begin with greetings and end with a note of thanks.
Remain polite and courteous throughout the interview and conduct it
confidently.

» You may request the interviewee to give her/his photograph to be
published along with the interview. Start your interview with a simple
and straightforward question.

» Prepare your questions before you set out for the interview because if
you begin the interview by asking questions from your notebook, the
interview might be affected and may lack spontaniety. The questions
that you have prepared/researched should serve you as a working
format and help you to cover every aspect but not restrict or impede
your spontaniety.

» Let the interview flow with ease. Do not interrupt when the interviewee
is speaking. This will break the speaker’s line of thought. Wait for the
person to conclude before starting a new question.

» Be a good and attentive listener. You have to make the interview more
of a dialogue than a question-answer session. Ask questions that arise
out of the interviewee’s statements so that the flow and continuity are
maintained. Note down all the quotes and sources carefully.

» While doing features and profiles, your observations, ability to appreciate
colour and other details will illuminate your story.

‘This is off the record’ — means that the information being given
is not to be published. ‘On-background’ means you may publish
the comments of the subject but don’t mention her/his name. You
attribute them to a ‘source’.

WRITING THE INTERVIEW

Once the interview is over, read all the facts that you had gathered about
the person before the interview to give an appropriate introduction. Your
language must be simple and you should not allow your admiration for the
person to break into a hyperbole about her/him.
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Write the interview on the basis of what you have recorded or written
in your notes. Try to write it as soon as the interview is over so that you
remember all the points clearly.

Always re-read the interview. Make sure there are no errors —
factual or grammatical. Your language and style should be appropriate
and consistent.

An interview can be presented in two ways. One way is to introduce the
interviewee, specify the reasons for the interview, highlight the main focus
of the interview, then give the whole interview.

Another style is to write it as a feature. In feature writing you include
the body language and also the whole ambience of the place. The questions
and their answers may not be presented in a conventional style but can be
written in a narrative style.

The factual interview, and often the group interview, can be presented
in the inverted pyramid style. You write the lead, which summarises the
chief news obtained and answers all the Ws. The succeeding paragraphs
deal with important questions. In this, avoid giving your own questions
and write the interview in such a manner that the answer implies the
question that has been asked. Giving direct quotes is also a good idea as
it gives authenticity to the matter being reported.

While reporting opinion interviews, put forward facts with opinions
and give them prominence as readers want to know what the interviewed
person thinks. After transcribing the interview, show the draft to the
interviewee for approval. This ensures authenticity and also makes sure
that nothing of importance has been left out.

Review

Reviews are an integral part of any newspaper, news magazine or
newsletter. A review provides basic information about a new book, a film,
or an artistic activity (theatre performance, art exhibition etc.) to keep the
readers up-to-date with current events and views on them even if they
have not read the book, or seen the film, or were unable to attend the
event in person. People read reviews to seek the opinion of somebody who
is well informed. A well-balanced review not only informs the reader about
the significant features but also motivates them to read the book, or watch
the film or theatre performance, or listen to the reviewed music album.
Reviews guide the reader by giving relevant inputs so that it becomes easy
to make a choice according to one’s interest and requirement.

Reviewing is critical appreciation and analysis of printed and audio-
visual materials which are meant to be used by the masses from all walks
of life. A newspaper or a magazine will include reviews that its readers
have interest in. This, in turn, ensures a dedicated readership for any
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Az F T GF aral Hl e
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feiféai

Visit an exhibition/a fair/a
book fair/a craft fair organised
in your city. Collect information
about the displayed books/
items/crafts in the exhibition.
Note down details such as
the viewer's response, kinds
of items covered, duration
of the exhibition, views of
the craftsmen/publishers, other
arrangements, and also your
own analysis of the exhibition
in totality. Write a review
keeping in view all the aspects
of the exhibition.
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newspaper or magazine. In response to some
reviews the readers may write letters to the
editor offering a different perspective.

In any newspaper, specially the Sunday
edition, you will find reviews of books, music,
dance, theatre, films, art and other exhibitions.
The moot point for any aspiring writer of reviews
is that she/he must be well acquainted with the
subject that she/he is about to review. You must
be a good and versatile reader before you can
undertake reviewing books. Similarly, without
a knowledge of drama, music and dance, it will
not be wise to review the performing arts. One
should be familiar with art forms to write about
painting or sculpture. So the essence of writing
reviews is closely linked to one’s interest and
knowledge in that particular field. To review a
particular branch of the arts selected one must
have a definite liking and adequate knowledge
in the given field as well as a well-defined point
of view. The value of the opinion expressed in a
review depends on the extent of the reviewer’s
knowledge of the subject.

Where reviews of local events (theatrical or
musical), or the artistic life of a community are
concerned, newspapers and magazines play a
very significant role in strengthening the ties
between newspapers and their readers.

Reviews are written for readers, not for the
writer or the artist or the film-maker whose
work is being reviewed. This does not mean that
the reviewer should twist and turn information
to make the readers happy, but her/his task
remains serving the readers.

While reviewing, you should approach the
subject under review with an open mind; you
should be honest, unifluenced, unbiased in
your review. It is a good practice to review your
own review to make sure that your assessment
is clear, crisp and engaging.

In some cases, you may get only one chance
to watch the play or attend the musical concert
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that you have been assigned to review. Make sure that you take down
adequate notes. Record each and every detail: stage setting, ambience,
costumes, decor, colours, lighting, dialogues etc. and keep all your
senses alert.

FiLm REVIEW

Writing a film review for a ‘specialist’ magazine, or for the entertainment
page of a local newspaper, differs in terms of its analysis. A special report
looks for the salient features of the film, the genre to which it belongs,
the production techniques etc; whereas for the entertainment page, a
brief synopsis of the film in terms of plot, narrative, characters, special
effects and entertainment value is given. Along with this information, it
is important to give basic information such as the venues and dates of
the film’s shows. Classification of the film is of prime importance to the
reader — whether it is a family drama, a musical, an adventure story,
science-fiction or a mixture of these genres. The review should definitely
mention this.

After watching the film that is to be reviewed, it is important to take
down notes immediately. This will be of great importance when you actually
sit down to write the review. These notes should be detailed enough to
bring back to memory the images that you found most appealing.

While writing a film review include all the important aspects of the
film. Give a brief outline story of the film. Follow this with details about
what you thought of the film. Was the film thought provoking? Did it
have lasting images and ideas that caught your attention? What is its
theme? Is the script convincing? Is it original or based on any novel or
real event? How has the story been treated? Are there any loose ends?
Does it make an impact? Besides this the performance of the actors, the
music, photography, sound, special effects, dialogues, direction etc. need
to be critically evaluated as well. Finally, you must state if you would
recommend it for viewing or not.

If you enjoyed a particular scene, say so. Justify your statements with
illustrations, explanations or arguments. If you say ‘such-and-such’ was
a funny movie, you need to quote lines or describe a scene illustrating
the humour in it. An example is more clearly understood than a simple
statement. Whatever you say cannot be absolute. By quoting an example
of what you found funny, you allow room for readers to conclude that your
sense of humour and theirs may be different. This holds true for a book
review also.

Never say that you liked/disliked a certain movie without giving your
reasons. Conclude the review by summing up your views briefly.

See TIfdafati Activity 18 on Page 123
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The National Award winning film Igbal was a thought provoking film

and could capture the interest of all kinds of audiences. A review of the
film is given below as an example.

Cast: Shreyas Talpade, Naseeruddin Shah,

Shweta Prasad, Girish Karnad

Director: Nagesh Kukunoor

Genre: Feel-good drama

Storyline: 1t is about the grit of an 18-year-old boy, with a
disability, to find a place in the Indian cricket team.

It bowls you over. You can't help but
admire Nagesh Kukunoor.
There’'s a certain honesty about
Kukunoor’s films that makes them
instantly likeable. Igbal has to be
Kukunoor’s best work till date and
one of the best films of all times.
Every frame oozes inspiration,
every scene comes alive with
candid ingenuity.
Igbal is the story of an 18-year old boy who dreams of making
it to the Indian cricket team. The fact that he cannot speak or hear
is just a matter of academic interest. It's the attitude with which
Kukunoor handles disability without ever making you feel sorry for
Igbal, that takes him beyond all set boundaries of film-making.

Right from the very first frame, Iqbal is an authentic film about
the true-blue son of the soil who never says die.
Shreyas Talpade as Igbal is the find of the year. The young man
epitomises innocence, his face speaks volumes, even when he’s not talking at all — from
enthusiasm to learn the game to the grit to not give up, Shreyas portrays it all with
conviction and credibility, with the ease of a veteran.
Shweta Prasad as his bespectacled sister Khadija is endearing, as
she holds her own against first-rate performers such as Shreyas and
Naseeruddin Shah. Naseer comes up with yet another brilliant portrayal
as Mohit, a disillusioned alcoholic, who transforms into a spirited coach,
albeit hesitantly.
Even the supporting cast of Igbal’s endearing mother (Prateeksha
Lonkar) and disapproving, struggling farmer father Anwar (Yatin Karyekar)
come up with wonderful performances. Only Girish Karnad as Guruji
seems a little rigid and the character too remains a little ambiguous as
you are left wondering if he is Mohit’s coach or team-mate or both (given that
Mohit and Kapil Dev too call him Guruji but Igbal finds both of them in a team photograph).
The lingering moments in the film are several. The way the mother, son and daughter
hide their passion for the game from the cricket-hating father is delightful just like the bond
between Khadija and Mohit after she initially disapproves of his ways. Technically too, Igbal

is well-framed with a pretty neat background score. The Kay Kay number “Aashayien” tugs
at the heart-strings.

SubHISH KAMATH
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Book REVIEW

In order to write a book review, one must have adequate knowledge of that
genre of writing: be it fiction, non-fiction, biography, children’s literature
or general literature. Always keep in mind that no book stands in isolation.
It is a good idea to be well-versed about the author and her/his previous
works before you start reviewing her/his new work. Also, one has to be
fairly acquainted with the subject of the book to be reviewed. If it is a science
fiction, one should have some knowledge of the fundamentals of science
before attempting an interpretation of the book. If you want to review a
book of art for children, you have to read the history of children’s art and
place the book under review in the right context. Clearly, background
knowledge is indispensable for a reviewer.

You should also not be critical and judgemental of the piece you are
reviewing. A good book review is more like explaining and interpreting a
work rather than criticising it. In other words, you have to be objective
and not be biased either in favour of or against a particular writer. It is
said that the reviewer should steer clear of all biases — personal, cultural,
religious and gender. The reviewer should assess the book on its merits
and should not bring in extraneous factors to praise or criticise it.

A book review is not a summary of a book. Read the book thoroughly.
While reading the book note down its main points. Then reflect on such
questions: What is the book about? What is the objective of this book?
What are the issues that have been dealt with and how have they been
dealt with? What is new and original in the book? Analyse how effective the
author’s arguments, analysis, discourse and presentation are. Comment
on the style and the language of the book, how useful it is and for which
kind of readership. This means that you have read the book attentively.

It is helpful to include a little background about the author and any
general details about the book that might be useful to the reader in your
review. For example — Is this the first book that the author has written?
Was it written at a particular time? Does the book or the author fit into
a particular literary movement? If this is not the first book of the author
mention how it compares with other books by her/him.

For a non-fiction book you can tell what special knowledge the author
has in relation to the subject of the book. If it is a biography, did the writer
ever meet the subject, were they friends or was he assigned the work as a
research project?

A brief introduction about the author should be included in a review
and this can be a good starting point. The next step is giving your opinion.
What do you think about the book? Do you find it entertaining, useful,
boring? In this section you can talk about any unusual theme that you
might have noticed. Is the author trying to make a specific point? Does
she/he succeed? You can talk about the style of writing. Is it a traditional
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novel or something different? Specific points about the characters or plot
can also be made. Are these characters close to real life? Is the story
realistic? What impact has it made on you? While mentioning all these
aspects keep your comments brief. There is no need to give an in-depth
analysis of the text. Do not forget to quote the relevant portions from the
book to illustrate your points.

Fiction

Give brief descriptions of the setting, the point of view (who tells the story), the
protagonist, and other major characters. If there is a distinct mood or tone,
discuss that as well. Give a brief summary of the plot along with the sequence
of major events — you may or may not disclose the book’s climax or ending.

Non-fiction

For most non-fiction books also the above mentioned points have to
be kept in mind, but it requires a more indepth description of what
subject area the book covers. Give a general overview of the topic, main
points, and arguments. What is the thesis? What are the important
conclusions? Don’t try to summarise each chapter or analyse every
angle. Choose the ones that are most significant and interesting to you.
You can write your own opinions, but make sure that you explain and
support them with examples.

For reference books it becomes essential to give details about what
aspect of the subject is being covered so that a potential reader can be
sure that this is the book she/he wants.

Also point out whether the writing is effective, powerful, difficult or
easy. What are the strengths and weaknesses of the book? Give your overall

impression of the book and a final comment on

nfafafa 23 ‘ Activity 23 why people should read it.
The language has to be simple and lucid so

TeHifer & faT gy @ that your interpretation and explanation become
fraey wF S & uE comprehensible to all readers. Make sure that
Sore Tl you have read the proofs carefully before you
send your review for publishing.
Prepare a Small hand-made A good reviewer has to present a balanced and
magazine for your portfolio. objective analysis of all the interpretations. The
. J

review should be left open-ended, rousing the
intellectual curiosity of the reader to go deep into
the book and come to her/his own conclusions.
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Given below is an example of a book review.

Birds of India — A Literary Anthology, edited by Abdul Jamil Urfi, Oxford
University Press, New Delhi, 2008, pp 416, Rs 650

JoanNa VAN GRUISEN

I’'m not really an anthology person, but reading Abdul Jamil Urfi’s anthology
has changed my mind. The book is a fascinating collection that includes most of
the known authors of the bird world and a few surprises. It contains description,
whimsy, revelation, mystery, history, humour, fact, fiction, beauty and more; yet
manages to be a homogenous whole.

You do not need to be a dyed-in-the-wool bird lover to appreciate this volume.

There is something for everyone, including even those with no interest in watching
birds, such as the delightful piece by Zai Whitaker on “survival among birdwatchers”.

There are wonderful historical pieces ranging from the Babarnama and Jahangirnama
through the nineteenth and twentieth centuries — largely British — writers, such as Jerdon,
Hume, EHA and Bates, to our incomparable Salim Ali, even present day ‘history’ such
as the shockingly opulent falcon hunting of houbara described by Mary Anne Weaver.
Connecting threads run through these and crisscross with many others.

In addition to Urfi’s helpful short biographies on each author, there are absorbing and
amusing insights of the writers from their contemporaries. The reader of course gains even
more insights into the characters of birds; the wide range of perspective adds understanding
to their ecology and conservation. The details and the sheer enjoyment that seeps through
the prose spurs the reader on.

I only wish there were an index.
Source: Outlook, 3 March 2008

While reviewing, remember

» Before writing a review refer to your notes and focus on the most important issue
of the book, film, play, exhibition etc. Also mention other issues and factors.

» Always keep in mind the kind of readership/audience you have. Do not be
judgemental in your review. Leave it open-ended for the readers to draw their
own conclusions.

> At the head of the review give the title of the book, the author’s name,
the publisher’s name, place of publication, the number of pages and the
price — known as four p’s.

» Similarly, for a film review, give important information right in the beginning
such as the name of the film, director’s and producer’s names, names of actors,
music director and scriptwriter, to capture and retain the reader’s attention.

» If you are reviewing a book, in the opening paragraph describe — its genre, the
type of story the author has written and the time in history in which it takes
place. Do not tell the whole story but describe the main characters and the way
the author involves them in his/her plot.

» You may point out any weakness that you might have come across in the book/
film/play. However, remember that it is not imperative to criticise.

» Keep in mind the specified word limit according to the requirement of the
newspaper, magazine or newsletter.

» Always re-read the review. This will help you bring in clarity, eliminate errors or
redundancy, and keep it crisp and to the point.
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gare / Exercises

I. 39 B9 G F@ER 9Gd & 3R SHA AT F ST Il 87

Which newspaper do you read? What do you like about it?

2. %HoUdl HINT IR GEER Hifear 7 ghar @ 3far &4t gidl?

Imagine what the world would be like if there were no news media.

5. ‘"fed #] Ffee 1€ TH F T — T8 GHAER G797 qT & A TET?
F / Fl TE17
‘Sachin lost his credit card’ — should such an incident be reported?
Why/Why not?

4. Tgm gERt faset @ geied # g, Wwﬁgﬁ@wwmw
WWEW?/W@@WWW gial o7/ 379 TH
ek [ goleT AR
Weather affects our Ilfestyle but news related to weather is dull and only statistical.
Listen to some weather news, and re-write it in order to make it more lively and

interesting.
5. 'Sy #1 Gag 3e7 A’ = 7€ T GHTER 8, ST
Thfafr - MY FTHL 3THTH ST fefiEa)
24 ‘ Activity 24 Here is a news item — 'Coldest Day of the Capital'.
Change the headline and rewrite it in a more arresting
39S SG—91G Gt HTEl / way.
3y gt faeieit ht qEEd A 7 e
T T dwd % ferd & 6. SULS TP} H &1 ST & - _
A , What is the difference between conversation and
fehelt T GHE Hi A H journalistic interview?
TGHY GIR & GUIRedh & -
74 77 fafaw) e gty e | %WW ES foreil g A 3§ e T e
ALY %T??Iﬁng
4 ot fa EEELY Write a review of any book or film that you have recently
read or seen.
You come across open
man-holes/stagnant water/ 8  f&gl y&t §'§F FHEHT & FHUEE, I, . g4ls,
electricity problems in day- Sicft 3R 9B @ 377%17? T SuH qHE | 3GHT
to-day life. Keeping in mind afarar 3R &gl &1 Ty HifSu
any one issue, write a letter Review a short story that you have read on the
to the editor of a newspaper basis of plot, language, presentation, dialogue, style
and put one copy In your and characters. Bring out its positive and negative
\ pOI’thIIO. / aspects_
9. TH HREAHR /FAFR & GHR & T8 ST & dart #7378 78 517

aw} Fo Tarell P TH gl TEe?
How will you prepare yourself before interviewing a literary writer or an artist?
Make a list of questions that you would like to ask.
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